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nently featured in kiosks and bookshops, and, with Marxist
literature, was sold outside the very entrances of the
churches/3

In October, 1934, quite suddenly (to the Spanish public,
but not to directors of the class war In Moscow) revolution
broke out in Barcelona and in Oviedo. Seventy cases of
ammunition were landed in Bilbao, from Russia. Sub-
scriptions raised by "voluntary levies for the Spanish
workers" in the Soviet Union amounted to ^400,000. In
London the Daily Herald announced (two days before the
revolt began) that Seiior Gil Robles was planning a Fascist
coup dyetat. When the outbreak occurred it was described,
in the usual way, as the defence of democracy against
dictatorship.*

In Barcelona, Seiior Companys proclaimed a Catalan
Republic. (It is believed that Communists threatened to
shoot him unless he did so.) The revolt was quickly
suppressed, and both Senor Companys and Seiior Azana,
who was in Barcelona at the time, were arrested.

In the north events took a graver turn. The storm-
centre of revolution was Oviedo, where the Cathedral, the
University, and other buildings were burned. The rebels
were fully armed, and provided with tanks, machine-guns,
armoured cars, and large quantities of dynamite.f They
stole ^"300,000 from the Bank of Spain in Oviedo, set fire

* At this time the Government was a coalition between the
Radicals under Seiior Lerroux and Accion Popular under Seiior
Gil Robles. The latter, far from being a Fascist, held views at
least as moderate as those of Lord Baldwin. The extremist
organisations of the Left, which openly supported Communism,
were (a) the Socialists, or U.G.T. (Union General de Trabajadores)
(&) the Syndicalists, or C.N.T. (Confederation National de Traba-
jadores) and (c) the Anarchists, or F.A.I. (Federation Anarquista
Iberica). In the Cortes the Right and Centre Parties had 374
seats, the Left 99.

t The Spanish Tragedy, 1930-1936, by E. Allison Peers.
Methuen, 1936.